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T 
he Mashkiiziibii Natural Re-
sources Department celebrated 
its 35th Anniversary in April. 

And Erv Soulier, the man who lit the 
candles on the departmentôs first 31 
birthday cakes, has fond memories of 
teamwork and achievements.  
  ñThere were a number of things that 
we accomplished that I thought were 
pretty unique,ò said Soulier, a lifelong 
Tribal member who retired in 2016 
after more than three decades as the 
first director of the department. ñWe 
were one of the first departments, na-
tionwide, to have a functional environ-
mental protection office.ò 
  Soulier said the actual birthday for the 
Natural Resources Department (NRD) 
was April 1, 1985. His retirement date 
was Nov. 4, 2016. And he remembers a 
lot of good things that happened in 
between. 
  ñWe also were one of the few Tribes 
in the Minneapolis area that had a 
functional GIS office,ò Soulier said, 
referring to the Geospatial Information 
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System. ñWe were one of the first Tribes 
in the area to get treatment as a state for 
water quality. And eventually we did for 
air quality; we had a treatment stated for 

air quality.ò 
  In the 1990s, Soulier said his department 
was cited for its water-quality standards. 
  Soulier spent his first three years of high 
school at DePadua in Ashland. But when 
the Catholic school closed in the spring of 
1967, he finished up at Ashland High 
School, graduating in 1968. After a year at 

the University of Wisconsin-Stout in Me-
nomonie, he was drafted into the U.S.  
Army where he served three years. Then 
Soulier attended Northland College, earn-
ing degrees in business management and 
financial management. 
   After serving the Tribe as Forestry Aide, 
Soulier took the reins of the NRD on April 
1, 1985 with just three other people on his 
staff. Upon his retirement, the department 
had grown to 22 fulltime staffers and 8-10 
temporary or seasonal employees. And the 
list of accomplishments was long and im-
pressive. 
   ñOne of the things thatôs up there to-
wards the top of achievements is that the 
department was one of the very few in the 
area that developed its own integrated 
resource management plan,ò Soulier said. 
ñPreviously, the other Tribes had one, but 
it was basically created by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. We did it in-house and 
subsequently, the Tribe adopted it.ò 
   Before 1985, Soulier said, The Bad Riv-
er Tribe had depended on the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs for forestry and wildlife 
assistance. 
   And when you work a job for 31 years, 
as Soulier did, you canôt just retire and 
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